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Grade Level:  Third Grade:  self-contained classroom

Theme:  Owl Moon by:  Jane Yolen

This theme is taken from the Lake Central School District's adopted

curriculum and our curriculum on the wall standards.

Topics covered within theme:

I will be using the Reading story Owl Moon by Jane Yolen to build my

thematic unit around.  This story is a part of our Language Arts series.

It is contained in our Reading Anthology, A Most Unusual Sight. The name of

the theme in A Most Unusual Sight is Tracking Animal Friends It is our

tenth theme in Third Grade.

Goals and Specific skills to be covered within thematic unit:

Goal:

We will read the story, Owl Moon.  The children will answer the guided

reading and the cooperative reading questions that are contained in the

teacher's edition of the anthology.  An example of one of the guided

reading questions is:  "Have students read through page 21 to find out what

the girl and her father do to try and find an owl."  Two examples of the

cooperative reading questions are:  “Where does the story take place?” and

“How do the details describing the setting make you feel?”  The children will

demonstrate a solid knowledge of the story by answering the  suggested

questions in this manner.

Specific skills or objectives to be covered:

The children will be able to preview and predict what they think will

happen in the story.  They will accomplish this by listening to the

selection summary, reading the title and looking at the pictures.  Next,

the children will set a purpose for their reading to help them focus on

important ideas and events.  Lastly, they will demonstrate knowledge of the

subject matter by their research on story facts, and then being able to

write, edit and publish these facts into two classroom books.  The two

classroom books that will be made by the students are:  Going Batty and

Creature, Creature.

Key Vocabulary:

owling, quiet, statues, shadow, furry, shrugged, clearing

These words will be incorporated into our weekly spelling list.  I plan to

use quiet as a Lifetime Word.

Resources, Texts and other Materials:  

My main resource will be the HBJ anthology-A Most Unusual Sight.  This is, as I stated above, one of the anthologies in our Language Arts curriculum.  The rest of the resources will be noted in my integration approach under Curriculum Connections.

Expansion ideas for theme:

My expansion ideas will also be noted under my integration approach, also

under Curriculum Connections.
Curriculum connections:

Language Arts:

 I will integrate the story, The Owl and the Pussycat by Jan Brett.  We will use Jan Brett's home page.  The URL address is:  http://www.janbrett.com.  I will have the children publish a classroom book called:  Going Batty.  We will use the internet to do our research.  A good URL address is;  http://www/batcon.org/puzzlea.html.  With this research, the children will make a "sloppy copy" of their page for the classroom book.  We will then go to the computer lab and edit and publish our pages.  I will also have the children publish a classroom book called:  Creature, Creature. We will again do research on the internet.  The URL address that seems to be very good is:  http://www.ran.org/ran.  Once again, the children will go to the computer lab and edit and publish their pages.

Mathematics:  

The children will review the time elements of A.M. and P.M.  This will fit right into the part of the story that says, "It was late one winter night, long past my bedtime."   We will discuss the fact that they could have left to go owling before or after midnight.  The story does not tell us.  The children can discuss their opinion of what time the girl and her father left.  This will be a discussion and will not be assessed until we do "time" in Math.  I will use it as an introduction at this time.

Science:  

The student will research on the internet facts about the moon.  The URL address is:  http://www.stardust.jpl.nasa.gov/planets?  The students will then do an optional entry in their Theme 10 Journal Tracking Animal Friends on Constellations and Planets.  This will be only done as supplemental in Third Grade.  It will not be assessed.  The solar system is not required in our Third Grade Science curriculum.  We will also dissect owl pellets.  This will help the children understand the food

chain, along with understanding how the owl survives.  This is taught as an introduction at this time. It is an enrichment for our story.  I would hope the children would choose to write about this in the classroom book pages they make.

Center Time:   

I will have the students perform these tasks at a learning center.

Writing:  The children will take their bat facts and their creature facts and make them into pages for our classroom books.  They will take a "sloppy copy" up to our computer lab.  They will do editing when they get there.

Computer Lab:  Any publishing work that is done in this unit will be done in the computer lab and not in a learning center.

Literature/Reading:  The extra literature that I will integrate are the Jan Brett books.  I specifically will use The Owl and the Pussycat.  They will also be introduced to:  The Hat.  The children will read, enjoy and discuss this book.  It will be read for pure enjoyment.  No assessment will be done.

Center Time:   I will have the students perform these tasks

at a learning center.

Art: 

The children will illustrate their specific pages for our classroom books.  They will also do the Art activities that are given on Jan Brett's home page. They include :  coloring pages from The Owl and the Pussycat and masks of her specific characters.  I see lots of possibilities with the masks.  I will let the children choose between a puppet show or a mural.  We will do the production, whatever it is, in a

Show and Tell type of situation.

Center Time:   The children will perform  the art activities from Jan Brett's home page in a learning center.

Science:

The Owl and the Pussycat, by Edward Lear and illustrated by Jan Brett, lends

itself nicely  to the integration of the simple machines Science unit that

is part of our Third Grade curriculum.  As the Owl and the Pussycat sail to

their new land, they must think about survival.  Tools and simple machines

will be needed to build necessary shelter.  My students loved that thought.

It was at this time that our Science study of simple machines began.  I

will use a PowerPoint lesson as the major source of my instruction.

Objectives:

1.  The students will be exposed to and begin to understand  the six simple

machines:


Lever


Screw


Pulley


Pendulum


Wedge


Incline Plane

2.  The students will be able to document their knowledge and identity of

the six simple machines by documenting the results of the instructional

Power Point lesson.

3.  The students will construct a classroom book called The Important Book

Of Machines.  They will use word processing for the text of the book.

Standards:

Language Arts:  

1. The student will make predictions about information/events in text, reread to extend initial impressions, and use prior knowledge to confirm or reject predictions.

2. The student will identify various story elements in age appropriate text.  (example character, setting, plot and theme)

Mathematics:

1. The student will describe time using the concepts of  how long until, the duration of an event and equivalents periods.

Science:

1. The student will investigate simple machines.  (examples:  lever, pulley, wheel and axle, incline plane, wedge and screw)

2. The student will learn how species depend on one another.

3. The student will understand that the Earth is one of several planets that orbit the sun, and the moon orbits the Earth.

Technology:

1. The student will use general-purpose productivity tools to facilitate learning throughout the curriculum.  (example:  The Student Writing Center program for word processing)

2.   The student will use web tools for individual writing to publish activities to create knowledge products for audiences inside and outside the classroom
Standards:

Language Arts:  

3. The student will make predictions about information/events in text, reread to extend initial impressions, and use prior knowledge to confirm or reject predictions.

4. The student will identify various story elements in age appropriate text.  (example character, setting, plot and theme)

Mathematics:

2. The student will describe time using the concepts of  how long until, the duration of an event and equivalents periods.

Science:

4. The student will investigate simple machines.  (examples:  lever, pulley, wheel and axle, incline plane, wedge and screw)

5. The student will learn how species depend on one another.

6. The student will understand that the Earth is one of several planets that orbit the sun, and the moon orbits the Earth.

Technology:

2. The student will use general-purpose productivity tools to facilitate learning throughout the curriculum.  (example:  The Student Writing Center program for word processing)

3. The student will use web tools for individual writing to publish activities to

      create knowledge products for audiences inside and outside the classroom.

Assessment:

I will use the following rubrics scale to assess this unit.  I have tried

to write it so that it covers the writing components of this unit.  I feel

that I can grasp their understanding of the story Owl Moon by analyzing

their writing work that stems from the research that they have done for the

various projects in this unit.  The spelling list and the comprehension

questions from the story will be assessed in a traditional percentage style

setting that is set up by my school district.

RUBRICS SCALE FOR THE THEMATIC UNIT:  OWL MOON

KNOWLEDGE OF CONCEPT THROUGH CREATIVE WRITING

Score Point 3:  The student clearly understands the concept.  The scorer

finds the text readable and understandable.

Score Point 2:  The student's writing may be confusing, but the concept is

addressed and some understanding is present.

Score Point 1:  The student exhibits no knowledge of the concept.

Understanding is not exhibited.

COMMUNICATING THROUGH CREATIVE WRITING

Score Point 3:  Communicating is clear, with consistent use of correct

language to communicate information about the concept.

Score Point 2:  Language is used in a sastisfactory way to communicate

information about the task.  There are some lapses in organization and

clarity.

Score Point 1:  Communication is unsuccessful.  Disorganization is very

evident.

To understand how this transfers to letter grades and how it will be

entered into my electronic grade book program;  Score Point 3 represents a

letter grade "A" or 100%, Score Point 2 represents a letter grade "B" or

90%. Score Point 3 represents a letter grade "C' or 80%.  Those percentages

will then be entered into my grade book program.  I have not outlined plans

for a letter grade "D" or a letter grade "F".  It will be my goal to help

the students perform at the letter grade "C" or 80% level.

I will expect this unit will fit into a two-week time frame.  I will be

very flexible, realizing that this unit has valuable information that I

want my students to master.  It fits my style of teaching, as it is a

totally integrated approach, that gives real world signifigance to my

students.

